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beyond the recreation area. Two scouts, 
Henry Reynolds and Thomas Morgan, first 
discovered the springs in 1778. Originally 
known as Warm Springs (changed to Hot 
Springs in 1886), it was a main stop for 
drovers that led cattle, hogs and horses to 

markets in South Carolina and Georgia.  
In those days, the area had a rough 
reputation and was known for lawlessness.  
Toll roads with regular stagecoach traffic 
and private carriages slowly changed 
the character of towns such as Hot 
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